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THE TRILEMMA: LORD, LIAR OR LUNATIC? 

Have you heard or even made this statement:

     "… I'm ready to accept Jesus as a great moral teacher, but I don't accept His claim to be God …"

Unfortunately, you can't say this. A man who was merely a man, and said the sort of things that Jesus said would not be a great moral teacher. It is not an option He has not left open - nor did He intend it to be.

He would either be a lunatic, or one of the greatest liars who ever lived.

His teachings and the man Himself cannot be separated. Let's see:

                      JESUS CLAIMS TO BE GOD

                                |

                  -----------------------------------

                  |                                 |

          CLAIMS ARE FALSE                  CLAIMS ARE TRUE

                  |                                 |

      ------------------------                      |

      |                      |                      |

 HE KNEW THEY          HE DID NOT KNOW          HE IS LORD

 WERE FALSE            THEY WERE FALSE              |

      |                      |                      |

 DELIBERATE            HE WAS SINCERELY             |

 MISREPRESENTATION     DELUDED                      |

      |                      |                      |

 HE WAS A LIAR         HE WAS A LUNATIC             |

      |                                             |

 HE WAS A HYPOCRITE                           -------------

      |                                       |           |

 HE WAS A DEMON                             ACCEPT      REJECT

      |

 HE WAS A FOOL;

 HE DIED FOR IT
Is Jesus Christ God?

Jesus claimed to be God. He did not leave any other options.

Mark 8:29

His claims then are either true or false. If His claims are true, then He is Lord, and we must either accept or reject His Lordship; we are without excuse.

Was He a Liar?

If, when Jesus made His claims He knew that He was not God, then He was lying.

But, if He was a liar, then He was also a hypocrite because He told others to be honest, whatever the cost, while He himself was living a great big lie.

Further, He was demonic, because He told others to trust Him for their eternal destiny. He could not back up His claims, therefore He was unspeakably evil.

Lastly, He was also a fool, because it was His claims to being God that led to His crucifixion.

Mark 14:61-64  
John 19:7
The testimony, if not true, must be downright blasphemy or madness. Yet, consider the moral purity and dignity of Jesus, revealed in His every word and work.

So, could a deceitful, selfish and depraved man have invented and consistently maintained from beginning to cruel end the purest and most noble character known in history?

Was He Deluded?

He could have actually thought Himself to be God, but was mistaken.

No. For someone to think He is God, especially in a fiercely monotheistic Jewish society, and then to tell others that their eternal destiny depends on them believing in Him, is pure madness I'm sure you'll agree ... unless He proved it.

How do we explain the wisdom and sanity of His teachings if He was so deluded? I see no sign in the record of His life of someone who is supposed to have this mental state.

For instance, consider:

· How He never lost balance of mind
· How He serenely sails over all troubles and persecutions
· The calm authority of his teachings
· How He gives the wisest of answers to tempting questions
· The sharp and penetrating questions He asks
· The beneficial nature of His religion
· The unlaboured simplicity of His language
· The different ways He deals with the people He interacts with
· He never indulges His own imagination
· He never lost possession of Himself
· He never changes His mind, or alters anything He said
· His sympathy for others
· He is never hurried or impatient
· How He calmly predicts His own death on the cross
· How He calmly predicts His own resurrection, etc
I ask, does the Bible present a picture of a person who was deluded?

Is He Lord?

He can neither be fraud or fiction. So, the problem is not that people can't believe; it's that they won't believe.

People reject Jesus Christ as Lord because of the all the implications involved.

OTHER CONSIDERATIONS: THE MESSIANIC PROPHESIES:

The Old Testament was written over a thousand year period. It contains 332 direct references to the Messiah that were fulfilled in Jesus Christ.

The significance of predictive prophesy:
1) It concludes that there is a divine intellect behind the Old and New Testaments.

2) It establishes the fact of God.

3) It authenticates the deity of Jesus.

4) It demonstrates the divine inspiration of the Bible.

What Jesus said about Messianic prophecy:
Matthew 5:17

Matthew 11:10
Matthew 13:14

Matthew 21:42

Matthew 26:56
Mark 13:26

Luke 4:20, 21


Luke 22:37

Luke 24:27

Luke 24:44

John 5:39, 40, 46, 47

John 15:25

What the New Testament writers said about prophesy fulfilled.

Matthew 2:4-6

Acts 3:18

Acts 10:43


Acts 13:29

Acts 17:2,3

Romans 1:2

1 Corinthians 15:3,4

1 Peter 2:5,6

Some of the prophesies:





Old Testament
New Testament
Born of the seed of woman  

Genesis 3:5  

Galatians 4:4

Born of a virgin           


Isaiah 7:14      
Matthew 1:18, 24, 25

  NB: 
Hebrew  "bethulah"  
= virgin (not used).

      
Hebrew  "almah"     
= virgin, betrothed, not married (used).

      
Greek   "parthenos" 
= virgin, marriageable age, pure.

Son of God                 


Psalm 2:7       

Matthew 3:17

                           


2 Samuel 7:12-16  
Matthew 3:17

                           


2 Chronicles 7:12-16

Seed of Abraham            

Genesis 22:18     
Matthew 1:1

  NB: The Messiah would come from the Hebrew race.

Son of Isaac               


Genesis 21:22     
Luke 3:23, 24

  NB: Abraham's sons = Isaac and Ishmael. God eliminates half the lineage.

Son of Jacob               

Numbers 24:17     
Luke 3:23, 24

  NB: Isaac's sons = Jacob and Esau. God eliminates half the lineage again.

Tribe of Judah             

Genesis 49:10     
Luke 3:23, 33

  NB: Jacob had 12 sons; they developed into the 12 tribes of Israel. God eliminates eleven twelfths of   

         the lineage.

Family line of Jesse       

Isaiah 11:1       
Luke 3:23, 32

House of David             

Jeremiah 23:5     
Luke 3:23, 31

                           


2 Samuel 7:12-16  
Matthew 1:1

                           


Psalm 132:11      
Mark 9:10

Born in Bethlehem          

Micah 5:2         
Matthew 2:1

  NB: Bethlehem means "House of Bread". God eliminates all cities but one.

Presented with gifts       

Psalm 72:10       
Matthew 2:1, 11

Herod kills children       

Jeremiah 31:15    
Matthew 2:16

  NB: Jeremiah chapters 31:20 to 33:26 are Messianic.

His pre-existence          

Micah 5:2         
Colossians 1:17

He shall be called Lord    

Psalm 110:1       
Luke 2:11

Shall be Emmanuel          

Isaiah 7:14       
Matthew 1:23

Shall be a prophet         

Deuteronomy 18:18 
Matthew 21:11

                                             




John 1:17

Priest                     


Psalm 110:4       
Hebrews 3:1

                                             




Hebrews 5:5, 6

Judge                      


Isaiah 33:22      
John 5:30

King                       


Psalm 2:6         
Matthew 27:37

Anointment of Holy Spirit  

Isaiah 11:2       
Matthew 3:16, 17

His zeal for God           

Psalm 69:6        
John 2:15-17

Preceded by a messenger    

Isaiah 40:3       
Matthew 3:1, 2

Ministry begin in Galilee  

Isaiah 9:1        
Matthew 4:12, 13, 17

Ministry of miracles       

Isaiah 35:5,6     
Matthew 9:35

Teacher of parables        

Psalm 78:2        
Matthew 13:24

He was to enter the temple 

Malachi 3:1       
Matthew 21:12

Enter Jerusalem on donkey  

Zechariah 9:9     
Luke 19:35-37

Stone of stumbling to Jews  

Psalm 118:22      
1 Peter 2:7

Light to Gentiles          

Isaiah 60:3       
Acts 13:47, 48

Resurrection               

Psalm 16:10       
Acts 2:31

Ascension                  


Psalm 68:18       
Acts 1:9

Seated right hand of God   

Psalm 110:1       
Hebrews 1:3

The 29 prophesies fulfilled in one day
Betrayed by a friend       

Psalm 41:9        
Matthew 10:4

Sold for 30 pieces silver  

Zechariah 11:12   
Matthew 27:3

Money thrown God's house   

Zechariah 11:13   
Matthew 27:5

Price of Potter's field    

Zechariah 11:13   
Matthew 27:7

Forsaken by disciples      

Zechariah 13:7    
Mark 14:50

False witnesses            

Psalm 35:11       
Matthew 26:59, 60

Dumb before accusers       

Isaiah 53:7       
Matthew 27:12

Wounded and bruised        

Isaiah 53:5       
Matthew 27:26

Smitten and spat upon        

Isaiah 50:6       
Matthew 26:27

Mocked                     


Psalm 22:27, 28    
Matthew 27:31

Fell under the cross       

Psalm 109:24, 25   
John 19:17

                                             




Luke 23:26

Hands and feet pierced       

Psalm 22:16       
Luke 23:33

Crucified with thieves     

Isaiah 52:12      
Matthew 27:38

  NB: Crucifixion was Roman; Stoning was the Jewish death penalty.

Interceded for persecutors 

Isaiah 53:12      
Luke 23:34

Rejected by own people     

Isaiah 53:3       
John 7:5, 48

Hated without cause        

Psalm 69:4        
John 15:25

Friends stood far off      

Psalm 38:11       
Luke 23:49

People shook heads         

Psalm 109:25      
Matthew 27:39

  NB: A gesture that indicates that there was no hope for the sufferer.

Stared upon                

Psalm 22:17       
Luke 23:35

Clothes parted, lots cast  

Psalm 22:18       
John 19:23, 24

Thirst                     


Psalm 69:21       
John 19:28

Gall and vinegar offered     

Psalm 69:21       
Matthew 27:34

His forsaken cry           

Psalm 22:1        
Matthew 27:46

Committed himself to God   

Psalm 31:5        
Luke 23:46

Bones not broken           

Psalm 34:20       
John 19:33

                           


Psalm 22:14

                           


Psalm 22:17

Heartbroken                

Psalm 22:14       
John 19:34

His side pierced           

Zechariah 12:10   
John 19:34

Darkness over the land     

Amos 8:9          
Matthew 27:45

Buried in rich man's tomb  

Isaiah 53:9       
Matthew 27:57-60

OBJECTIONS:

Objection = The prophesies were written after the time of Christ, and therefore fulfil themselves.

Answer = 405 BC is the accepted historic date for the completion of the Old Testament. The Greek translation of the Old Testament is the Septuagint (written in 250 BC). Obviously, the Hebrew text must have already been in existence to translate. Thus, the prophesies must pre-date the events by at least 250 years.

Objection = The fulfilment of the prophecies was deliberate.

Answer = Most events were well beyond human control, for example:

  The place of birth

The timing of the birth

The manner of birth
  The betrayal


The manner of death

People's reactions
  The piercing


The manner of burial
Objection = The fulfilment was coincidental or accidental.

Answer = Possibly some of them, but all 61 major prophesies listed above?

Further, the Old Testament contains 332 distinct predictions which were all literally fulfilled in Jesus Christ.

It has been calculated that the chance of one man fulfilling just 48 of these prophesies is 1 in 10 to 157, ie, one chance in 10 followed by 157 zeros!

What would it be for the 332 distinct predictions?

FINALLY:

His return - His "second coming" - is prophesised in:

Psalm 50:3-6


Isaiah 9:6, 7


Isaiah 66:18

Daniel 7:13, 14

Zechariah 12:10

Zechariah 14:4-8

The question is: Are you ready?

