Ok. Prophesy; where do we start? What is the purpose of prophesy? By foretelling of persons, places and events hundreds of years before they occurred, the prophesies of the Bible show us that God exists and that He has a plan for this world. Many of the prophesies are just too specific to be labelled "just lucky guesses".

I was going to simply refer everyone to some of the many websites that detail prophesies, but I like doing things myself; that way you learn. So, which prophesy did I choose? One I remembered was a prophesy about King Cyrus mentioned in Isaiah, Isaiah 44:28 to Isaiah 45:13 to be exact.

I first asked: When was the book of Isaiah written? Into my library:

Reference: C.E.Hauer and W.A.Young, "An Introduction to the Bible: A Journey into Three Worlds."

ISBN 0-13-478488-X 01

Page 122 = The earliest datable material in the Book of Isaiah is the temple vision of Chapter 6, which supplies a date in the year of Uzziah's death, ie, 742 BC … 

Page 123 = Isaiah withdrew from public life after Ahaz's treachery 

but returned about 715 BC to advise the new king Hezekiah …

Reference: Craig R Koester, "A Beginners Guide to Reading the 

Bible", ISBN 0-8066-2570-8

Page 32 = Referring to the chart: Scholars agree on somewhere 

between 922-586 BC.

So, Isaiah appears to have been written around 700 BC, but it could have been written as late as 586 BC. Now, that's along time ago. 

Next question I asked myself: How can we be sure that the copies of Isaiah that we have now are accurate to the original? After all, this is around 2,700 years ago.

Reference: James C VanderKam, "The Dead Sea Scrolls Today", 1994, 

ISBN 0-281-04774-X

Page 126 = Speaking about the Great Isaiah Scroll found at Qumran:

"Once scholars had had opportunity to study the great Isaiah scroll from Cave 1 (1QIsa, copied approximately 100 BC) and to compare it with the Masoretic Text, they were impressed with the results. Despite the fact that the text was about a thousand years older than the Masoretic version of Isaiah, the two were nearly identical except for small details that rarely affected the meaning of the text …the results obtained from comparative studies of this kind have been repeated for many other scriptural books represented at Qumran. The large majority of the new scrolls do belong to the same 

textual tradition as the Masoretic text. They are, however, centuries older and thus demonstrate in a forceful way how carefully Jewish scribes transmitted the text across the years." [Brackets in the original]

So, it appears that we can be quite confident that the text of Isaiah has been transmitted over the centuries very accurately, especially in this case, for we have solid evidence that it was transmitted accurately and without error for over a 2,000 year period, that is, from about 100 BC to now.

Next questions: So, what does the Bible actually say? Isaiah 44:24 to 45:13. How specific is it? Is it ambiguous? I use the King James Version (KJV) and the New King James Version (NKJV) versions of the Bible because of the errors and mistranslations that have crept into many modern translations; but that's another story. The passage, New King James Translation, and I quote (my comments in brackets).

[Quote]

"Thus says the Lord your Redeemer, and He who formed you from the womb: "I am the Lord, who makes all things, who stretches out the heavens all alone (See footnote), who spreads abroad the earth by myself; who frustrates the signs of babblers and drives diviners mad; who turns wise men backward and makes their knowledge foolishness; who confirms the word of His servant, and performs the counsel of His messengers; 

Who says to Jerusalem "You shall be inhabited", to the cities of Judah, "You shall be built," and I will raise up her waste places; (God is clearly saying here that Jerusalem and other cities will be rebuilt and reinhabited) Who says to the deep, "be dry!" And I will 

dry up your rivers. 

(Overall, what is God saying so far? Simply, I made it; I created it; what I say will happen, will happen; God is reminding the reader of His authority both over all creation and time. Continuing …)

Who says of Cyrus, "He is my shepherd, and he shall perform all My pleasure, even saying to Jerusalem "You shall be built," and to the Temple "Your foundations shall be laid." (Cyrus is named; Jerusalem will be rebuilt; the Temple will be rebuilt) Thus says the Lord of His anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have held – to subdue 

nations before him and to loose the armour of kings, to open before him the double doors, so that the gates will not be shut: I will go before you and make the crooked places straight; I will break in pieces the gates of bronze and cut the bars of iron. (The Persian 

Empire rose to power very quickly and conquered the Babylonian empire just as quickly.) 

I will give you treasures of darkness and hidden riches of secret places that you may know that I, the Lord who call you by name, am the God of Israel. For Jacob My servants sake, and Israel my elect, I have called you by your name; I have named you, though you have not known me. (God gives the reason; he chose Cyrus, not for Cyrus' sake, but to fulfil God's purpose) I am the Lord, and there is no other; there is no God beside Me. I will gird you, though you have not known Me, that they may know from the rising of the Sun to its setting that there is none besides Me. I am the Lord and there is no other; I form the light and create darkness, I make peace and create calamity; I, the Lord, do all these things. Rain down you heavens from above and let the skies pour down righteousness; let the earth open, let them bring forth salvation and let righteousness spring up together. I, the Lord have created it. Woe to him who strives with his Maker! Let the potsherd strive with the potsherds of the Earth. Shall the clay say to him who forms it, "What are you making?" or shall your handiwork say, "He has no hands?" Woe to him who says to his father, "What are you begetting?" or to the woman, "What have you brought forth?" Thus says the Lord, the Holy One of Israel and 

his Maker: "Ask me the things to come concerning My sons; and concerning the work of My hands, you command Me. I have made the earth, and created man on it. It was I – My hands that stretched out the heavens (See the footnote) and their host I have commanded. 

(God is reminding the reader yet again of His power and authority over creation and time. Continuing …)

I have raised him up in righteousness, and I will direct all his ways; he shall built my city and let my exiles go free, nor for price nor reward" says the Lord of hosts." (Again, speaking of Cyrus, he will cause the city to be rebuilt and let the Israelites go free.)

[End Quote]

Cyrus is mentioned by name twice. The prophesy seems reasonably clear and unambiguous (eg, 44:28 and 45:13); one called Cyrus will give the order for the city of Jerusalem and the Temple to be rebuilt, and that he would give the order for the release the Israelites from captivity to do so. What do we know about Cyrus and these events?

Referring to the Encyclopaedia Britannica, etc; Briefly, the Babylonian king Nebuchadnezzar sacked Jerusalem in 587 BC and destroyed most of the city including Solomon's Temple. The Babylonian empire itself was soon conquered by the Persians in 539 BC. Cyrus was remarkably tolerant of conquered peoples and allowed the Israelites to return home in 538 BC. A small number did, and the new Temple (known as Zerubbabel's Temple) was began and eventually completed under the provincial governor Zerubbabel in 515 BC.

The point to be made here is this: Since Isaiah was written somewhere between 922-586 BC, most probably about 700 BC, and these historical events surrounding King Cyrus took place in 539 BC, then that means the book of Isaiah foretold the events around 160 years before the events actually occurred, and at an absolute minimum, about 47 years before.

Thus, Isaiah clearly prophesied that a man named Cyrus, who would not be born for about 100 years, would give the command to rebuild Jerusalem and the Temple which were still standing in Isaiah's day and would not actually be destroyed for about 100 years.

At an absolute minimum, when the Temple had just been destroyed by the Babylonians, Isaiah prophesied that a man named Cyrus would give the command to rebuild the Temple about 50 years before the command was actually issued.

To actually name the person involved so far before the event, and to specify what he would actually do, cannot be called a "lucky guess" in any way, shape or form.

Objection = The prophesy was written after the events and therefore fulfils itself.

Answer = Scholars agree that 586 BC is the latest date for historic completion date for the Book of Isaiah. The onus of proof would thus fall on the objector to show that the scholars who determined this date were wrong by at least 50 years. Further, many synagogues would have had copies of Isaiah and so one would also have to show how 

these were all altered (given the scribal tradition), and then show how this altered version was then transmitted for at least two thousand years to us without any alteration; if it could be altered once, then why not dozens of times over two thousand years?

Objection = Fulfilment of the prophecies was deliberate.

Answer = How? All were beyond human control. How could someone control the timing and place of Cyrus' birth, what name he was given, manipulate events so that the Babylonians would invade and destroy the Temple, that the Persians would overcome the Babylonians and so on. Such a proposal in this case is clearly without any thought or merit.  

Objection = Fulfilment was coincidental or accidental.

Answer = To believe so would be to ignore the historical facts. The prophesy pre-dates the events by at least 47 years and most likely around 160 years. The prophesy here is just too specific; it gives names and events which secular history shows us came to pass. 

Other Biblical prophesies that well pre-date the events and which can be backed up using secular history concern what happened to the city of Tyre, the city of Sidon, what happened to Samaria, Gaza-Askelon, Moab-Ammon, Petra-Edom, Thebes-Memphis, Nineveh, Babylon, Jerusalem and Palestine and the area around Corazin-Bethsaida-

Capernium. It may be possible that one very general prophesy could be fulfilled accidentally, but when there are dozens, if not hundreds, of specific prophesies that can be shown to be fulfilled time and time again, then the proposition that they are coincidental or accidental completely evaporates. A further example; there are 

over 300 prophesies which pre-date by over 250 years the life and events surrounding Jesus Christ; names, places, events, people's reaction, etc …

Comparing just this one prophesy with the recent offerings of "prophesies" from the Koran, all I can say is that there is no comparison. I will let Isaiah have the last word:

Isaiah 45 Verse 9: "Woe to him who strives with his Maker!"

Good advice. I've just started holidays and I am going away for a couple of days; see you all when I get back. God bless.

Trevor

Footnote: Currently, cosmological theories for the "Big Bang" are being re-thought. In an effort to salvage a struggling theory, it has been hypothesised that matter didn't expand out into space, but space expanded out dragging the matter along with it. Thus, it is 

interesting to note that God says many times throughout the Bible that it was He who "… stretched out the heavens …"

